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Pre-Test
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Work-Based Learning connects students to engage in real-world experiences.
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WBL experiences bridge academic, technical and employability skill development to help students become…
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College, Career and Life Ready
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Whether in the earlier grades with career awareness…
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Or in the middle grades with career exploration…


Middle School

Elementary School
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…or high school with career preparation, WBL HELPS STUDENTS EXPLORE CAREERS & DEVELOP PERSONAL and PROFESSIONAL GOALS FOR LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL.



Career Development by Grade Range with WBL
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Continuum of career development with tasks
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What is Career & Technical Education? 
In South Dakota Career & Technical Education (CTE) refers to middle and high school students enrolled in programs leading to careers in such areas as engineering, construction, health and agriculture. Emphasis is on career exploration and developing skills and knowledge for work to meet the needs of South Dakota’s in demand industries. There are 30,862 CTE students— 47.3% percent of all students in grades 7-12 in the state. In South Dakota, over 750 CTE programs are offered in 151 public, private and tribal schools districts across sixteen Career Clusters®. 

Why is CTE important? 
South Dakota CTE maximizes student learning with real-world knowledge and skills. CTE includes challenging academic and technical content and fosters strong relationships with industry and higher education. In addition to meeting South Dakota graduation requirements, students develop leadership skills and earn industry certifications and dual credit in their fields of interest.


2018-2019:

30,862 CTE Students

47.3% of all 7-12
students in SD

750 CTE programs in
151 public, private
and tribal schools
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South Dakota CTE maximizes student learning with real-world knowledge and skills. CTE includes challenging academic and technical content and fosters strong relationships with industry and higher education. In addition to meeting South Dakota graduation requirements, students develop leadership skills and earn industry certifications and dual credit in their fields of interest.
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Holland’s Dinner Party Activity
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SDMyLife offers ….
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Who helps do CD?
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It’s not just the school!
Young or old,
CTE or Core Content,
Business and industry, 
Parents and community,
Career Development is for EVERYBODY to facilitate!


How does the school counselor of 20 years ago
compare to the school counselor of today?

Most school counselons hold &

Master's Degree in School
Counseling, (requiring 48-40.
credits), and have more

clinical experience
(150-700 haurs).
Almast all counseling took
place individusally in the Counselons are fully
counselors office.

integrated into the
natural Mow of the
school day.

Today's model recommends.
multiphe counselon in every
middle school and high
school and at least one

Most school counselors were
In high schooks and middie

counselor in every elemen-
schools. tary school.
Caseloads vared between
250600 students.

Secondary schools strve
for a caseloed of 250-350
while elermentary school
caseloads continue
to be much higher,

A smail percentage of students
weere identified a5 having

Counselors addrecs the

ial needs and acute mental needs of all students and
e health sy Je: are responsible for asskting

with increasingtly comples

School counselors at
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postsecandary planning.
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INCLUDING the school counselor!
School counselor – not GUIDANCE
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CD and CTE for all
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How can you help with career development?
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How can you help with career development?
Be an ambassador!
Call, visit, meet with or email schools. They want assistance!
In meetings with educators, they say they don’t know how to reach out to business, so it may help if YOU reach out to THEM!
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