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Sioux Falls Employer Nominated for Workforce Investment Act Award

PIERRE, S.D. — Laurelle McDannel of E & | Specialists Inc. in Sioux Falls was nominated for the Workforce
Investment Act (WIA) Outstanding Employer award by Dale Petrik of the South Dakota Department of
Labor and Regulation (DLR). A recognition ceremony was held on Thursday, Dec. 8 at 8 a.m. with South
Dakota Workforce Development Council members Shelley Stingley and Wallace Myers presenting.

WIA is an employment and training program administered by the DLR. It is designed to provide
services that will increase skills for adults and youth, which will result in employment, increase
earnings, and overcome barriers to employment. Employment counseling and job coaching are
also offered through DLR local offices.

McDannel was originally a dislocated worker placed at E & | Specialists through the WIA on-the-job
training program. She has held her position as the HR Director since Feb. 14, 2011. She has helped the
DLR place numerous other employees with E & | Specialists and encouraged several applicants to inquire
about WIA. McDannel was nominated because of her enthusiasm and encouragement to help people.

“As a nominee, E & | Specialists should be extremely proud of McDannel and her
accomplishments in providing opportunities for individuals,” said State Labor and Regulation
Secretary Pam Roberts.

DLR and the Workforce Development Council together address today’s workforce issues by planning and
evaluating job training and education programs in South Dakota. They also assist in the implementation
of WIA programs by selecting service providers and evaluating progress toward program goals. For more
information, visit www.sdjobs.org.
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