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Workforce Development Council honors Viola Richards 
 

PIERRE, S.D. –  Viola Richards of Brookings recently received the 2006 Workforce Investment 

Act (WIA) Outstanding Professional award at the South Dakota Workforce Development 

Council’s (WDC) awards ceremony held in conjunction with the WIA state conference.  

Ms. Richards has been a career counselor for the Brookings Area Career Learning Center 

since January 2001 and provides service to WIA clients of all ages by working diligently to 

ensure the participants receive the support and services necessary to be successful.  She has also 

played an integral part at SElect High alternative school by developing comprehensive career 

guidance programs and weekly life skills programming for the students, including those pregnant 

and parenting.  These youth can also attend Career Club, which she monitors.   
In addition, Ms. Richards is active in the community as a member of the Brookings 

County Mentoring Program and the Brookings Area Human Resources Association. 

The SDDOL and the Workforce Development Council together are able to address 

today’s workforce issues.  Their main objective is to plan and evaluate job training and education 

programs in South Dakota.   SDDOL and the Council also assist in the implementation of WIA 

programs by selecting service providers and evaluating progress toward program goals.  

Members of the Workforce Development Council represent various business, labor and 

education interests.  In addition to the SDDOL, the Council works closely with the Departments 

of Human Services and Social Services; the Office of Career and Technical Education; Tourism 

and State Development; and other state agencies.  For more information, visit www.sdjobs.org.   
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