South Dakota Manufacturing

In honor of National Manufacturing Week, we're spotlighting the sector’s role in the state’s
economy. Manufacturing employs more than 45,000 South Dakota workers, about 12% of
total private sector employment in 2024. The sector paid over $2.8 billion in wages in 2024
(roughly 13% of the state’s private industry payrolls), and accounted for over 7% of our
Gross Domestic Product.
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sought by employers are:
O Customer service

O Welding

O Preventive maintenance
O Reading a tape measure
O On-time delivery
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Food Manufacturing accounts for the largest
share of manufacturing jobs statewide, followed by
Machinery Manufacturing, and Miscellaneous
Manufacturing (medical supplies, signs, and dental
equipment, for example).
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The workers putting it all together

From assembling products and components, keeping equipment and processes running smoothly, and
ensuring products meet required standards and order specifications, the top occupations in manufacturing
each play an essential role in the overall productivity and quality of the manufacturing industry. Some of the
most prevalent occupations do not require formal education beyond high school, creating opportunity for

individuals who do not have postsecondary education.

Top Occupations Employed in South Dakota’s Manufacturing Sector

Average

Employment Salary

Occupation 2024 2024
Miscellaneous Assemblers and Fabricators 3,150 $41,310
Welders, Cutters, Solderers, and Brazers 2,800 $48,500
Meat, Poultry, and Fish Cutters and Trimmers 2,040 $44,740
Laborers and Freight, Stock, and Material Movers, Hand 1,700 $39,180
First-Line Supervisors of Production and Operating Workers 1,600 $71,380
Computer Numerically Controlled Tool Operators 1,410 $52,740
Coating, Painting, and Spraying Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders 1,140 $48,300
Industrial Machinery Mechanics 1,100 $58,900
Inspectors, Testers, Sorters, Samplers, and Weighers 1,040 $47,590

Manufacturing Employment by County 2024
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‘ Aucxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. U.S. DOL funded.

- ’ See dIr.sd.gov/Imic/eta_grant.aspx for details.
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