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MINUTES 
SOUTH DAKOTA STATE PLUMBING COMMISSION 

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
 
 

The regular quarterly meeting of the South Dakota State Plumbing Commission was called 

to order by President Smith at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 25, 2013 at the Governor’s 

Inn, 700 W. Sioux Ave., Pierre, South Dakota. 

 
Commissioners present: 
   Dan Smith 
   Dan Hartman 
   Todd McCaskell 
   Mark Rogers 
 
     
Staff present: 
   Mike Richards, Executive Director 
   Nina Ripley, Secretary 
   Jeff Leuning, Inspector 
    
  Guests present: 
    Ken Melius, PHCC 
     
     
        
President Smith called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

The minutes to the January 24, 2013 commission meeting were presented to the board.  

Upon review Vice President Hartman moved to approve the minutes as presented. 

Seconded by Commissioner McCaskell.  Motion carried. 

 

The treasurer's report for January, February and March 2013 were presented and reviewed 

by the commission.  Commissioner Rogers moved that these reports be approved as 

presented.  Seconded by Vice President Hartman.  Motion carried. 

 

The bills paid checklist for January, February and March 2013 were presented and 

reviewed by the commission. Vice President Hartman moved that these reports be 

approved as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Rogers.  Motion carried.  
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The applications received record for January, February and March 2013 were presented 

and reviewed by the commission.  Vice President Hartman moved that this report be 

approved as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner McCaskell.  Motion carried. 

 

The commission reviewed the quarterly inspection report for Inspectors Borth , Leuning, 

Steen, Smith and Johnson.  Upon review, Commissioner Rogers moved that this report be 

approved as presented.  Seconded by Vice President Hartman.  Motion carried. 

 

Inspector Leuning presented some questions from in the field.  Discussion was brought up 

about the new Lead Free Requirements going into effect January 4, 2014 being 

implemented by EPA.  With the lack of information regarding the lead free requirements 

the commission cannot enforce any rules or opinions on this matter.  The commission will 

not have any authority until given the authority to deal with this matter.  Ken Melius 

handed out some information regarding this matter also. 

 

Inspector Leuning presented a request from Inspector Steen that the commission consider 

mandatory plan review for all projects except for single family dwellings.  The 

commission deferred this request as it would require statutory authority and at least one 

full time position to accomplish this. 

  

Ken Melius, PHCC reported on the Continuing Education classes held in February and 

March.  There were 1,191 participants in the 18 sessions offered.  It will be decided by 

July if there will be a final class for those who did not attend earlier. 

 

Director Richards presented a request from the Kirkwood Community College for UPC/CE 

covering Water Pipe Sizing and Drain, Waste and Vent Pipe Sizing.  Upon review 

Commissioner  Rogers moved to approve the two classes with 2 hours code credit each.  

Seconded by Commissioner McCaskell.  Motion carried. 

 

Director Richards presented a request from Steve Swanson, representative of Uponor, who 

manufacturers PEX tubing, to consider CE credit for 2 training seminars on PEX tubing 

which includes training on radiant heating and another on plumbing.  Commissioner 

Rogers moved to approve the class on plumbing as 2 hours of non-code training and 
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disapprove the class on radiant heating as it would not come under the scope of plumbing. 

Seconded by Commissioner McCaskell.  Motion carried. 

 

Director Richards presented the request from Jonathan Snyder, representative of Rapid 

City Winnelson, to consider CE credit for training on a retrofit in-floor heat job.  

Commissioner Rogers moved to disapprove the class as it does not come under the scope 

of plumbing.  Seconded by Commissioner McCaskell.  Motion carried. 

 

Director Richards presented the commission with a letter from Joseph Astin, Hermosa 

regarding grey water/black water distribution in his home.   It was instructed by the 

commission that Director Richards reply to Mr. Astin that nothing he has submitted on his 

project would be against codes for inside plumbing but other areas of his proposed piping 

arrangement would have to comply with the Green Plumbing and/or Uniform Plumbing 

Codes and would be subject to inspection and his proposed outside plumbing shall be 

approved by DENR and/or Pennington County Planning and Zoning for the exterior 

portion of the Black & Gray system. 

 

Director Richards submitted a letter from Travis Hartland proposing an amendment to the 

uniform plumbing code to place the dual check backflow preventer before the building 

shut off valve so that a person could not bypass the backflow protection and create a 

terrorist activity that could potentially cause major issues to drinking water systems.  The 

commission concurred that repositioning the placement of the device would not prevent 

such an activity and while they appreciated his concern he was to be informed that the 

commission will not pursue this at the present time. 

 

Director Richards presented a letter from Laure Gann/The Soft Tail dog grooming business 

wanting to run water from a dog grooming tub to a drain holding tank and empting the 

holding tank to a nearby floor drain.  While this method would not be deemed a normal 

approved practice for plumbing fixtures, it was determined that this particular tub is not 

being used for human purposes and thereby does not need to meet practical plumbing code 

practices.  Upon discussion, Commissioner McCaskell moved to approve her request.  

Seconded by Commissioner Rogers.  Motion carried. 
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Water Works Plumbing submitted a request on the same project above requesting to 

address the drainage of the tub by pumping it up over a wall and to the floor drain.  The 

commission determined that this method would create a splashing effect around the floor 

drain making it unsafe for foot traffic near the area.  Upon discussion, Commissioner 

Rogers moved to disapprove this method.  Seconded by Commissioner McCaskell.  

Motion carried. 

 

Vice President Hartman moved that the next regular board meeting will be held in Pierre 

on July 25, 2013.  Seconded by Commissioner Rogers.  Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, President Smith adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

   

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

  
 Michael Richards 
 Executive Director 
APPROVED: 

 

_______________________________ 
Dan Smith, Commission Chairman 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 


