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August unemployment rate unchanged 
 

PIERRE, S.D. – The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) reports South Dakota’s 
preliminary seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for August 2009 was 4.9 percent, 
unchanged from the July 2009 rate. 
 
BLS seasonally adjusted labor force statistics show there were approximately 8,200 
more unemployed people in South Dakota in August this year than in August 2008. 
 
“The national recession has resulted in increased unemployment rates for both South 
Dakota and the United States over the past several months,” said state Labor Secretary 
Pam Roberts. 
 
Nationally, the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for August 2009 was 9.7 
percent.  There were 5.4 million more people without jobs in August 2009 compared to 
August 2008.  
 
“The amount of benefits being paid from the state Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund 
continues to be higher than we ever expected,” said Secretary Roberts.  
 
In the first week of September 2009, benefits of $1,346,782 were paid to 4,985 
claimants.  Benefits of only $331,414 were paid to 1,452 claimants the first week of 
September 2008. 
 
An employer surcharge will trigger Sept. 30, when the Trust Fund is projected to have a 
$2 million balance.  The 1.5 percent surcharge will be assessed on taxable wages paid 
from Oct. 1 through Dec. 31 and is due Jan. 31, 2010.   
 
The Department of Labor will contact employers via letter with details on how and when 
the surcharge is paid, which is also available online at www.sdjobs.org under 
Unemployment Insurance Employer Updates. 
 
More details about the August 2009 labor force statistics for South Dakota and the 
nation are available on the South Dakota Department of Labor Web site at:  
http://dol.sd.gov/lmic/overview.aspx   
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